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PW & DP Division 
Headquarters 
Control Commission for Germany (BE) 


Berlin, B.A.O.R. 


Potulice Camp 


With reference to your letter ame 
dated 4th February, 1947 find, please, enclosed an’ into 
Englich translated extract from the answer we received 
from the Prison Department of the Ministry of Public Sa- 
fety in Warszawa. - 


POLISH MILITARY MISSION 
Legal Branch 


(Dr. J.Mochnacki, - Capt.) 


Extract 


and translation from a letter Nr, G.I. 642/47 

from: the Frison Department of the Ministry of Public 
Safety in Warszawa, 

to +: the Polish Military Mission in Berlin. 


Germans, subject to repatriation, who remin at the gi- 
ven moment in units depending on the Prison Deyartment, are being 
grouped on fixed terms in the Labour Camp at Potulice. Duly autho- 
rized officials set out in the area and collect seperate groups of 
Germans on the ground of repatriation orders, These groups are be- 
ing transported to the camp. There all of them would be examined 
by physicians and their clothing disinfected; having taken a bath 
they are being located in a special section for internees destined 
for repatriation, When a sufficient number of Germans has been for— 
med a transport is being organized. 


Before mounting the train all repatriants would for the 
second time be examined by physicians who state in writing wether 
the health of the repatriant admits a longer travel, Tehey would 
be given victuals for 10 days. Reproaches as to private belongings 
being taken away from them are unjust, Regulations settle it that 
Germans, subject to repatriation,are permitted to take with them 
in cash sums up to 1.000 RM, clothes, linen and jewellery used by 
then. 


Reproaches concerning the clipping of hair are tenden- 
tiously exaggerated and maliciously described by the Germans. The 
rules of the Camp explicitly forbid to clipp the hair and it is 
not permitted to do so even aS a disciplinary punishment. Excep- 
tion to this are persons with lice and persons keeping their hair 
in disorder in which cases it is permitted to clipp the hair but 
only with a written disposal of a physician. - 


As to the Camp Potulice itself, it is a constant camp, 
destined for the "Volksdeutsch", perfectly husbanded and with a 
wide net of productional workshops. 


The Prison Department has no particulars which could 
authorize any statements that the interned Germans are treated in 


a way inconsistent with humanitarian principles during their stay 
in the camp. - if 


vous: o@iginal. 
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Tel:  LEMGO 60) PW & DP Division, 
pi Zonal Executive Offices, 


Ref;  PWDP/58326/SEC ~“\4a> COG LEMGO, 
266 HQ CCG, 
HA.O.R. 


[3 wexch 1917 


v 


fe PW & DP Division, a 
HQ Control Commission for Germany (BE), 
BERLIN, B.A,O.R. 
rv : 

SUBJECT: Qperation "SWALLOW" 4 f 

ine 4 
Reference is made to your PYDP/59809/20 dated 

25 Feb 47 and our signal COG/75122 (PWDP/S) of 25 Feb h7. 

Enclosed please find a copy of letter to the 


Polish Authorities from 0.C. British Liaison Team STETTIN 
(Ref BLTS/199) as requested, 


AK. JONE 
for Chief, Pi 


GP 
Headquarters, 


Ref: PwWDP/59309/20 Control Commission for Germany 
(British “Lenent ) 
To: PW & DP Division Berlin 
Z.E.C.0. B.A.O.R. 
C.C.G. LEMGO 
66 H.Q., C.C.G. 25th. February 1%7 
BAO. 


Tel: LY = 5198 « PW & DeDivision 


Subject: Operation "SWALLOW" 


1. attached is copy of a report received by C.R.X. from 
the Liaison Team at STETTIN, 


2. ‘The Chief directs that you will 


(a) make it quite clear to the Officer in charge of the 


Lieison Tesm at STETTIN that he is in no way 
responsible for this camp on which he reports and 
is not to give Polish Authorities any impression 
that he is in any way resposible therefar. 


He is to inform the Polish Authorities there, in 


writing, of this and send us a copy of his letter 
“ to the Poles for informatia. 


(b) Pass a cony of the report to UNRRA for transmission 
to UNRRA, Polend, with the request thet they might 
help by getting the Polish Authorities to take 


suitable action, 


G. B, VA)GHAN-HUGHES 
Lt Col 
GBVH/GH for Chief, 
PW & DP Division 
COPIES TO: C.R.X., Berlin 
Political Division 


ENCL: 2 


To: 


L Cammission for 
(British Hlenent ) 
‘olitical Division Berlin 
Headquarters, 
Control Counlssion for Germany 
(British Hlemeat ) 
Berliny | 


ttached is a o of e report from ow Lieison 
Team at STETTIN on the conditions of a camp for German 
refugees in STEITINe 


2. attached alse is a copy of an instruction which 
we have sent to our Zonal Exscutive Offices at Lengo on 
the subject. 


3. u may care to infora 

of this because it is most proba 
try and make us responsible in sane w 
that occur in this camp. 


fig a 


7 AUCHAN=<HUCHES 


Polska Misja Repatriacyjn: 
w Berlinie 


Berlin-Wannsee 
Robertstrasse 7 


tel. 80-41-47 


de 2E4Y/4T 
WS/EO 


Berlin, @. 12th February 


No, 2 British Liaisonfeam, Stettin. 


W & DP Division, Aeadquarters, 
Control Commissigh for Germany, 
(British Blemeyf) 
BERLIN, B.A.OAM. 


Referencé made to your letter dated 27th Jan. 


1947 PWDP/59809/20 I beg to inform you that I immediately 


forwarded to proper Authorities the complain about the 


difficulties with régard to the receipt and despatch of 


supplies for the team No. 2 at Stettin, s esting hand- 


ling of them in conformity with your wishes, 


M, Ziff paw 
Chief of Polish 
Mission H.Q. for 


{ 


WD 4h 


BXe 
(Combined AGS, Exécutive) 
120 Allied Control Awthority Building 


BERLIN 
APO 742 of Ce BACR 


CRX/3 05/1769 21 Feb. 47. 


TO : PW & DP Division, Headquarters, Control Commission for 
Germany (BE), BERLIN, B.A.O.R. 


SUBJECT: Operatian "SWALLOW". 


Herewith report submitted by 0.C. British Liaison Team, 
at STEITIN. 


os 


Lt J. SIBLEY, 
Major, 
C.R.X. 
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4th February, 1947. 


Tos POLISH Military Mission, 
BERLIN, BeAsORe 


9 fa 


ve send herewith extracts from statements made 
by expellees who arrived in the BRITISH Zone of 
GERMANY during January 1947 from POTOLICE Camp near 
BROMBERG during January 19%,7. 


Subject:s-  POROLICE CAMP 


May we have your comments on these statements 
please, 


Je Be CRAIG, 

C.O-II 

for Chief, 

PW & DP Division. 


EXTRACT. 


STATEMENT WO. Je 


My name is Ursula Ellermann, In December 'J6, I was taken to 
Potolice camp because we were supposed to be sent to the British Zone. 
When I went to the camp, the only possession I had with m were clothing, 
and when I left the camp, ell my clothing was taken away, except what I 
have on. I am wearing a coat, trousers, a blouse and scarf, which are in 
very bad condition, 


Brockstedt (Schleswig-Holstein). 


I think there mst have been 4,000 people in the camp. In this 
ymmber are included German civilians and soldiers, I think, the German 
civilians will come to the British or American Zone and that the soldiers 
will remain as prisoners. 


My hair was clipped off in the cam. This is the practice for 
alYpersons who are taken into this camps 


My clothing was taken wway as soon as I entered the camp and I 
aid not give a receipt for it. I did not get it back, 


EXTRACT, 


STATEMENT NO, 2s 


My name is Gustav Dobrindt. On 13th March, 1946, I was arrested 
by the Hussians. On lst Apre "45 I was handed over to the Polish Police, who 
put me in prison for a year during which time I worked on farus. On account 
of my good behaviour I was discharged from Prison and sent to a farm for work. 
Later I was released from forced labour and sent to POTOLICE CAMP to be sent to 
the Syitish Zone. 


When I en*sred Potolice Camp the only possession that I owned were 


the clothes I was wearing and I left Fotolice camp in these clothes I have on, 
I have nothing else. 


I do not know how many persons were in the camp, but at least 
4,000 and there are daily about 400 arriving. We were told that 1,800 were 
in our convoy and we were also told that in a few days additional 1,800 
would leave. We were also told that all Germans would be sent to the British 
or American Zones 


Wy name is Helene Retmann, I am a housewife. My husband was 
a soldier and is either a Prisoner of War or has been killed in action 


I went to POTOLICE CAMP with my 3 children. But when ordered 
to leave Potolice camp my 13 year old boy's name was not read out and I was 
forced to leave him behind. 


I went to Potolice camp on 9th Dec. "45, I took into the camp 
with me my personal belongings including linen, clothing, dishes, crockery and 
money. This was taken away from me with the exception of what I am wearing now. 
My clothing consist of an old coat, a scarf, a dress and underwear in very poor 
condition, 


I have had my hair clipped and finger printer in Potolice camp the 
same as it is done to all women in this camp, ‘The camp is both a Civilian 
Intermee Camp and a Transit Caimpe 


personal number was 13.854 and I was told attendants 
that Reg over 15,000 in the camp. We were told Mt ail 
would come to the Bpitish and American Zone. 


these people 


We left on 12th December '46, and om 25th December we arrived at 
a place near Berlin. We were travelling in cattle waggons. It was bitterly 
cold in spite of the stove we had in the waggon, and mush suffering was 
gaured, We were in quarantine for a fortmight and then mved to Uelzen on 
13th Jamary, 1947. 


STATEMENT Nos le 


My nome is Vora Schweers, 
in a Kindergarten, I was evacuated 
with my children in the Kinder garte: 
arrested and released 6 weeks 
when I became ill with typ! 


1946, when all our possessions were taken 
house arrested and taken to a Polish Camp, 


amp to come to the Bri: 
ckings, 


I do not know 
Camp are coming to the British Zone or not. 


STATEMENT. HO. 2: 


My nome is Otto Basenau. I am 46 years of age and farmworker. 
In March '45 I was fleeing from the advancing Russians and was overtaken 
by them, I had with me 4 horses and a waggon full of the belongings of 2 
families, The Russians took the horses and told me to repart to the Tewn 
Major at my home. My daughter who was with me did not have to report. 


When I reported to the Town Major, I was turned over to the 
Polish Police who took all my possessions away from me and I was ordered 
‘to undress. I was then beaten and 10 teeth were mocked out with the butt 
of the rifle. I was later sent to a jail in Krone and from there in Nove 
"46 I was sent to Potolice. 


I would think that there are approx. 17,000 people in the Fotolice 
cam. It is also my opinion that these people will be sent to the British 
and American Zone, 


The only possessions I now have are the old clothes I am wearing, 
which are full of holes, These clothes I obtained by begging from the 
Polish farmers who I worked for without pay. My shoes are in very bad 
eondition and I have no blankets nor cooking utensils, I arrived without 
any money but the Hilfswerk has given me @ little money since I arrived in 
LK Springs. 


When I went into the camp, I had a few possessions. These I was 
ordered to turn in, which I did, ‘Then a few days before we left for the 
British Zone we were told that we should get out possessions back. Our 
possessions were given back to us and we signed a receipt for them, but as 
soon as we had signed the receipt, the articles were taken may from us. 
We were told then, we had pee a receipt for them, 


i Ota 
fer mes 2 ye 
iS) PW.k DP, S ; 


3 47 SER DP Division, C 0 


S.. pIvision 1 Executive Offices, 
Pais .G. LEMGO, 
SaaS 6 HQ C.C.G. 


B.A.O.R. 
PW & DP Division, en 


HQ Control Commission for Germany (BE), 
BERLIN, 
B.A.O.R. 


30 Jen 47. 


SUBJECT : Operation 'SWALLOW'. 


1. Enclosed please find six statements taken from 
refugees recently arrived in the British zone from Poland 
passed to you for information. 


2. It is reported by Hannover Region, after consultation 
with these refugees, that approximately 13,000 Germans are in 
Potolice Camp Poland and that most of them are in a very bad 
way. It is expected that they will be transferred to the 
British zone when Operation 'Swallow' recommences. 


i i finitiats| DATE. i 


| 
pe | Gy ft - 
DicHiEr | AY | ; er ot 
ff é, A.K.YJONES, Major. 


for Chief, PW & DP Division. 


SOM 


Statement taken from: ELLERMANN, Ursula © Housemaid 


23 years of age. 


former address: Blumstein (Danzig) 


On 20 Jan 47 


My name is llermann, In December 46 I was taken to 
Potolice camp becaus: were supposed to be sent to the 
British Zone. vhen I went to the ca 
I had with me were clothing, and when I left the camp, all 
my clothing was taken away, except what I have on I am wearin 
a coat, trousers, a blouse and scarf, which are in very bad 
condition. 
tin I had was taken away from me in Potolice camp. 
hleswi stein and the reason that I was 
lone w I wa ying + et to safety. T was arrested 
the Russians and later turned over to the Poles, I would 
like to join my mother who lives in Hasenkrug bei Brockstedt 
(Schleswig-Holstein) . 


I think there must have been }.,000 people in the camp. In this 
number are included German civilians and soldiers. I think, 
the German civilians will come to the British or American Zone 
and that the soldiers will remain as prisoners. 


My hair was clipped off in the cax 


for all persons who are taken into 


iy clothing was taken away as soon as I ed the mp and 
I did not give a receipt for it. get it back. 


KREIS RESIDENT 
LK SPRINGS 


tatement taken from: DO. DT, Gustav 
Parmer. 


former address: Schlochau-Kaldau 
On 20 Jan 47. 


ly name is Gustav Dobrind On 13 Mer 46 I was arrested by 
the Russians, On 1 Apr 45 I was handed over to the Folish 
Police, who put me in prison for a year durin 
worked on far: On account of my good behaviour, I 
‘rom Prison and sent to a farm for work 
rom forced labour and sent to ‘OLT 
to the British Zone, 


e the clothes I was weari: and I 


left Potolice camp 


es I have on. TI have nothing else. 


I do not mow how many persons were in the camp, but at 

least 4,000 and there are daily about 400 arriving, le were 

told that 1,800 were in our convoy and we were also told that 
a few days addi e were also told 

that all ¢ 5 € 4 th unerican Zon 


KREIS RESIDENT OFFICER 
LK SPRINGE. 


Statement taken from: 
REBMANN, Helene 35 years of age. Housewife. 


Former Address: Patschkau Krs. Mariewerder 
on 20 Jan 47. 
“x 
My name is Helene Rebmann, I am a housewife. My husband 


was a soldier and is either a Prisoner of War or has been 
killed in action. 


I went to POTOLICE CAMP with my 3 children, But when 
ordered to leave Potolice camp my 13 year old boy's name was 
not read out and I was forced to leave him behind. 


I went to Potolice camp on 9 Dec 46. I took into the camp 
with me my personal belongings including linen, clothing, 
dishes, crockery and money, This was taken away from me 
with the exception of what I am wearing now. My clothing 
consist of an old coat, a scarf, a dress and underwear in 
very poor condition. 


I have had my heir clipped and finger printer in Potolice 
camp the same way as it is done to all women in this camp. 
The camp is both a Civilian Internee Camp and a Trensit Camp. 


My personal number was 13.854 and I wes told by camp 
attendants that there were over 15.000 in the camp. We were 
told that all these people would come to the British and 
American Zone. 


We left on 12 Dec 46 and on 25 Deo we arrived at a place near 
Berlin. We were travelling in cattle waggons. It was 
bitterly cold in spite of the stove we had in the waggon, and 
much suffering was caused. We were in quarantine for a 
fortnight and then moved to Uelzen on 13 Jan 47. 


KREIS RESIDENT OFFICER 
LK SPRINGE. 


Statement taken from: SCHWEERS, Vera 19 years of age 
Assistant in a Kindergarten 


Former address: Mulheim (Ruhr) 
on 20 Jan 47, 


ie, 


My name is Vera Schweers. I am 19 years of age and an 
assistant in a Kindergarten, I was evacuated from the 
Ruhr to Pommerenia and was with my children in the 
Kindergarten when the Russian Forces arrived. I was 
arrested and released 6 weeks later end was proceeding to 
my home in Pommerania when I became ill with typhoid fever. 
I was well cared for in a Polish Hospital and later left 
the hospitel to continue my joumey. I arrived home but 
could find out nothing about my mother, I stayed at Home 
until 1 May 46 when ell our possessions were taken away 
from us and everyone in the house arrested and taken to a 
Polish camp. 


From that date until the 1 Dec 46 I worked very hard and 
without pay and little food for Polish fermers.. On 1 Dec 46 
I was taken to Potolice camp and left the camp to come to the 
British Zone with only the clothes I had one I had no 
stockings, the ones I am wearing now are received while in a 
Camp in Berlin. I have no possessions at all. Potolice camp 
is a large camp end has at least 8,000 persons. While I wes 
in the camp, I was not as badly treated as the other women and 
did not have my hair clipped. That may have been because I 
was sick and have a very bad cough. I do not know whether 
the people in Potolice camp are coming to the British Zone or 
not. 


KREIS RESIDENT OFFICER 
LK SPRINGE. 


Statement taken from : BASENAU, Otto 
46 years of age. 


On 20 Jan 47 


My name is Otto Basenau. I am 46 years of age and farmworker. 
In March 45 I was fleeing from the advancing Russiens and was 
overtaken by them. JI had with me 4 horses and a waggon full 

of the belongings of 2 families. The Russians took the horses 
and told me to report to the Town Major at my home. My daughter 
who was with me did not have to report. 


When I reported to the Town Major, I was turned over to the 
Polish Police who took all my possessions away from me and I was 
ordered to undress. I was then beaten and 10 teeth were kmocked 
out with the butt of the rifle. I was later sent to a jail in 
Krone and from there in Nov 46 I was sent to Potolice. 


I would think that there are approx 17,000 people in the Potolice 
camp. It is also my opinion that these people will be sent to 
the British and American Zone. 


The only possessions I now have are the old clothes I am wearing, 
which aré full of holes. These clothes I obtained by begging 
from the Polish farmers who I worked for without pay. My shoes 
are in very bad condition and I have no blankets nor cooking 
utensils. I arrived without any money but the Hilfswerk has given 
me a little money since I arrived in LK Springe. 


When I went into the camp, I had a few possessions. These I was 
ordered to turn in, which I did. Then a few days before we left 
for the British Zone we were told that we should get our possessions 
back. Qur poss¢ssions were given back to us and we signed a receipt 
for them, but as soon as we had signed the receipt, the articles were 
taken away from us. We were told then, we had signed a receipt for 
them. 


PW & DP Division, 

Zonal Executive Offices, 
C.C.G. LEMGO, 

66 HQ C.C.G. 

B.A.O.R. 


47 Jan4lo. . : 
INITIALS? DATE 

PW & DP Division, \” Mei Rebicet Upset his 

HQ Control Commission for Gemmany''(BE), 

BERLIN, 

B.A.O.R. 


Operation "SWALLOW". 


FA -Fo— 2H\" - 


cI Enclosed please find a copy of a Report from 
0.C. Liaison Team at Stettin dated 3 Jan 47: 


2. Ref. para 4 of this Report it would be appreciated 
aif you could take this matter up with the Polish Mission as 
a great deal of inconvenience is caused to our Liaison Team. 


3. Ref. para 8 of the Report Schleswig-Holstein Region 
report that 2 vehicles also food and clothing have been 


| despatched by convoy a few days Age 


A.K. ONES, Major. 
for Chief, PW & DP Division. 


CONFIDENTIAL, 


Ref: CON/17. 


Subject:- Report on Operation SWALLOW for 


iv AWE 


ae 


ee 


ey ern 


period 28 Oct = 31 Dec 46. 


The Director, 

FW & DP Division, 

Control Commission for Germany (BE), 
LEMGO, 

66 CCG B.A.O.R. 


Capt. F. Garner, 
No. 2 British Liaison Team, 
Stettin. 
3 Jan 47. 


Since taking over this mit on 22 Oct 46 and up to the 
31st Deo 46, the number of Germans dealt with is 12070 of which 
1091 were Jews, 3346 Children under 10, and 1432 Children over 
10. The remainder being adults. Since the start of this 
operation the total No of Germans transported by land to the 
British Zone is 24307. 


Train loading takes roughly 1 hour although the number 
of wagons is totally insufficient. The maximum number we have 
received being 34, more often than not it is 30, and as low as 21 
has been used. This subject has been taken to the Polish Officials 
but they reply that under the agreement, the Russians are supposed 
to supply transport, so we are compelled to overcrowd every train. 
After approaching the Polish Officials regarding heating for the 
train, they have now produced stoves and fuel for each wagon. 


The Russians have been receiving slowly throughout the 
month of Deo: They have accepted at least 6 trains containing 
roughly 1750 per train. They have also agreed to accept, 
(according to the PUR Centralla Director) 12 trains in the month 
of January. 


The control of stores destined for this unit, also the 
return stores to the British Zone, is still a very sore point. 
The Poles will confiscate anything they think fit, and it 
generally takes 10 days of hard fighting to get them returned. 
It would help greatly if the officials in Warsaw were asked to 
notify the Customs in Stettin that we are permitted to receive 
and despatch stores. 


The camp in general is well run, and the food decent. 
I have questioned a fair number of Germans and they practically 
all agree that they are getting humane treatment. 


Jews have ceased altogether for the past two weeks. I 
have asked the reason why, but the people who Imow the answer 
will not disclose it, perhaps they are dumping them on the 
Russians. 


The ISAR continues to make weekly runs from Travemunde 
bringing Poles under Operation Eagle back to Stettin , and as 
far as it concerns me, I have had no complaints from either the 
Officer i/c British Guard, or from the Polish Liaison Officer, 
although UNRRA said that on one transport which arrived recently, 
there were 8 dead, This was not confimed by either the British 
or the Polish Officer, so no action was taken. 


v7) 


The transport situation of this mit is shocking, we have 
neither car nor lorry, all vehicles being returned to the British 
Zone some 6 weeks ago. It makes the job very hard indeed when 
one has to continually scrounge. I should be extremely obliged 
if this subject be given the utmost priority. ss f 


We are very grateful for the food which KIEL is kindly 
sending. We now are feeding like any other Army unit instead 
of consuming large quantities of Polish sausage, the only thing 
we need now is sugar. 


The morale of the men here is extremely good but what 
they need is some welfare goods such as books, periodicals, games 
etc., darts and a dart board would be a godsend. ‘They have no 
cinema canteens, Theatres, or ather places of entertainment, so 
anything that can be sent will be greatly appreciated. 


Winter clothing, such as Jeep or Sheep Skin coats are 
urgently required. The cold here is very intense, it will give 
you a good idea how cold it is when I tell you that the River Oder 
on which we are stationed has been frozen for the past 14 days, 
and frozen so hard that it is impossible for any river transport 
to get through, also rubber boots will be needed when the thaw sets 
in. I have asked 508 Det Mil Gov, Lubeck, for these items, but 
have only received the normal winter issue of woollen underwear. 
This is not sufficient for the conditions which we are experiencing. 


Decent typewriter is urgently required here. Repeated 
requests to 508 and Kiel have failed to bring about anything but the 
worst possible that can be obtained in the British Zone. In order 
to send this report off, a typewriter had to be borrowed from UNKRA. 


A report will follow monthly from now on, 


Stettin. (Sgd) F. Gamer, Captain, 


FG/Do. 


Comdg. The British Liaison Team, Stettin. 


Copies to := CRX Advance HQ 


Berlin. 


312 HQ Mil Gov, 
Kiel. 


508 (R) Det Mil Gov., 
Lubeck, 


U 947 
Tel; LEMGO 673 \a Ph & DP Division, 
~eecarees \ nal Executive 


EE ; o ffices, 
C 


G, LEMGO, 


January, 1 


D.C.0.S.(Exec) 

Zonal Executive Offices, 
C.C.G, LUBBECKE, 

60 H.Q. C.C.G., 
B.A.O.R. 


PW & DP Division, 

HQ Control Comaission for cermary (BE), 
BERLIN, B.A.O.R. 

Manpower Division, 

(Employment & Labour Supply Branch), 


LEMGO. (Attn. Mr. W.V. PULLEN) 


SUBJECT: Operation "Swallow" 
Fit & Unfit Return, 


Attached herewith breakdown of "Fit and Unfit" 
expellees received from POLAND for period 1 - 15 Jan '47. 


INITIALSE DATE 


[hee 


TF.W. SS atogt. aaiec 
For Chief PW & DP Division. 


Fle Af A~ 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Restricted Message 


ant DATE 


ie Ttacs 


RESTRICTED 


\Q? 
\\ 


Tel: ap 


Ref; 
6 Pd & DP Division, 


Ne & K Zonal Executive. Offices, 
e 8 Sica C.C.G. Lemgo, 
5 eof 66 H.Q. C.C.G., 


B,A.O.R, 
| ¢ Jan "7 


To: DeC.0.S.(Exec), 
Zonal Executive Offices, 
C.C.G, Libbecke, 
GO HeQe CoCoGe, 
AO R, 


PW & DP Division, 
HQ Control Commission for 


BERLIN » B,AcO.Re 

Manpower Division, 

(Gaployment & Labour Supply Branch), 
LEGO ttn, « WeVe PULLEN 


SUBJECT: 


Attached herewith breakdown of "Fit and Unfit" 
expellees received fran FOLAND for period 16—31 Dec "6, 


Bbcae dk, 


L,F.W. PUDDUCK, MAJOR, 
for Chief PW and DP Division, 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Restricted Message 


Total Swallow 


RESTRICTED 


Combined Repatriatim Exec 
120 Allied Control Authority 1 


Control C sion for Germany 


BER 


ALIN, 


10th January, 1947.6 


your info 


al 


finimiats| DATE | 


— 


G3 


Combined Repatriation Executive, 

120 Allied Control Authority Building, 

H.. Control Commission for Germany (3B.E.), 
BERLIN, B.A.0.R. 


10th Jamary, 1947. 
ORX/5 6715/1669 
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Copy of letter No. S8W/105/40 on the above subject from 
709 (R) Det. Mil. Gov. is attached for your infomation, 


BAL. FORD, 
It.Gol., C.2.X. 


il Gov, 
Land Niede 
CoG (BE), 


"Refugees" 


1 th 
1 the 


before tk 


Although the train ssenble BRE: the majority of 
occupants ca from the surrounding distri includi POZNAN ia 
and not from BRE U itself. 


mental condition can b 
r to have been’ livi 


one 
children 

appeared to b 1 anc re’ tak th in ir : ia one . 

Several other won i i § 3 of x ney we boa 


train. 


9. 1e sca, * rations given to the S$ WO. evably low and 
the figures = rom the list < ied by th t port leader 
are reproduced below: 


HLF" 


in the Rus 
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ation. 


lilies once 


Signed (E.M. TO 
Comd. 709 (R 


TO := H) Mil Gov, Ref No: Sw/105/0 bo 
Land Niedersachsen, 
ccd (BE), CRASLEBEN, 
"Refuses" 27 Deo 46. 


Tel Helmstedt 813, 839. 


Subject:- Report on Train Noe 51) carrying 
Expellees under Operation Swel lowe 


1 This train contained 53 box waggons and arrived at MARIMTHAL 
Camp at approximately 1850 hrs on 21 Dec 46. All waggons were unheated, 


2. The train leader reported that the train am! the Refugeos were 
assembled at BRESLAU on the evening of the 16th of Dec but the train did 
not depart until 1000 hrs on the 17th. fhe Swallows had therefore been 
in the waggons continuously for five days and nights before they arrived 
at MARIENTHAL Refugee Camp. 


Be Although the train was assemblei at BRESLAU the majority of the 
occupants came from the surrounding districts, including POZNAN and L0DZ, 
and not from BRESLAU itself, 


he The physical condition of the Refugees can be described as being 
extremely poor, The train contained a remarimbly hiszh percentage of old 
people ana cripples. ‘the degree of infirmity of these-cripples was also 
very high, ‘There were also 57 cases of frostbite on board including 6 
serious cases probably requiring amputations 


5. The mental condition can be classified as very low. ‘These 
people appear to have been living an existence of cowed servitude and gave 
more the impression of whipped curs than humen beings. 


6. During the train journey sixteen elderly people are reported to 
have died - nine in the Russian Zone and seven in the Britishe 


7. There were three live births on the train in the Russian Zone 
and all were reported to be fulletine confinements. Mothers and children 
appeared to be well and were taken off the train in the Russian Zone. 
Several other women in the last stages of pregnancy were also on board the 
train, 


8. In addition to the old people and cripples there were 22 children 
from an orphanage at LISSA, 


9s The scale of rations given to the Swallows was unbelievably low end | 
the figures as taken from the list carried by the Cermn transport leader ( 
are reproduced below “ 


-2< 


15 ozs for 5 days per person 35 028 per day 
Loz for 5 days per person 5 oz per day 
2 ozs for 5 days per person 2/5 on per day 
1/5 oz for 5 days per person 1/15 of per Gay 
1/5 of me for 5 days per person= 1/25 herring per day 
3/7 0% for 5 days per person = 1/12 oz ver day 


In addition to the above a hot meal was given to me part of 
the train at KOHLAURT. There was not sufficient food to feed the whole 
trains Hot coffee was issued at KOULFURT by the Poles ani at MAGDEBURG 
and VOLFKE by the German Refugee Organisations in the Russian Zor, 


10, There were no cases of transfers to hospitals as there were no 
serious diseases and no accidents requiring hospital treatment. The 53 
frostbite cases did not require immediate hospital treatment other than 
that given by the Camp hospital. Adequate treatment wa given and 
frostbite cases allowed to continue to their final destination. This 
was in keeping with the policy of not splitting up families once they 
arcived in the Britich Zone. 


Signed (8.M. TOBIN) Maj R Tks 
Comde 709 (R) Det Mil Gov 


Copy to: 

HQ Mil Gov 
Land BaUNSWICK 
ces (BE) 


HQ Mil Gov 
HELMSTRDT 


British Liaison Team 
KOHLFURT. 
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H.Q. Control Commission for Germany (3.z.) 
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D.P. BERLIN, B.A.O.R. 


eCig4g $= 17th December, 


Chief, Polish Repatristion Mission, RERLIN. 


Subject Movement of German Expellees from Poland to 
British Zone Germany. 


A report has just been received from the Military Government 
Detachment in charge of the reception camp at MARIENTHAL that the 
weekly train from KALAWSK serrived on 14th Dec. with the 
pessengers in an extremely bad state. The train was Noe515, due 
to have left KALAWSK Wednesday, llth Dec. 


The camp Medical Officer reports that there were 106 cases 
of severe frost-bite. AmpU selon has been necessary for 15 
cases and a further 30 are probable Two people died on the 
train and a further two after admission to MARIENTHAL Camp. 


The report states that the Germans under expulsion orders 
were lost for 24 hours in rain and sleet in Silesia and were then 
nbled and put into unheated wagons for transport to the 

ish Zone Germany. 


This is clearly a grave breach of the conditions agreed for 
this expulsion movement into the British Zone, whereby trensfer 
novement of Germans is to be carried out in s humane and 
erderly manner. Full details of the affair are being obtained, 


Meanwhile we hereby protest against the despatch of this 
train under su'ch conditions and give formal notification that we 
are unable to accept any further trains unless all wagons 
conveying passengers sre heated. 


Will you please convey our.protests to your Authorities at 
WARSAW so that an immediate reminder of the necessity for heated 
trains in winter may be conveyed to the orgsnisations responsible 
for loading trains in Polish territory bound for the British 


ong, both via KALAWSK and STETTIN. 
Ae (Sgd.) B.A.L.. FORD, Lt.Col. 
Y 7 


v 
2.A.L. FORD, 
Lt. Gol., 0.2.x; 


D.P. Division, 


Control cornet aatee for Germany (B.E.), 
BE RLIN, B.A.O.R, 


P.W.& D.P. Division, 
Zonal Executive Offices, Li MGO, B.A.O.R. 


/Trens port 


Transport Division, 
HERFORD, B.A.O.R. 


*t Division, 
H.Q.; B.A+O.R, 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Outgoing Unclassified Message 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Control Commission for Germany < (British Element) 
goa}2e 
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IMMEDIATE | TYB 41159 
DEO DEC 211245 
TOR 24.2010 
FROM: PDP DIV LEMGO. 
T0:,  BERCOMB, 


INFO: PWDP HANREG HANNOVER. 


#9 


PWDP/58326/3/Q. 21 DEC 4.6 
FOR PW & DP DIV. we 


REF YOUR BGCO17876 OF 19 DEC. NO TRACE OF HANREG 


SIGNAL MG/PH/4 OF 16 DEC. 
DISTRIBUTION 

ACTION: Pw & DP Biv 
INFO: M& MC. (3) 
CES/AJV 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) k 


Incoming Restricted Message 


RESTRICTED 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 
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Seamer 
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Combined Repatriation Executive, 3 J 
120 Allied Gontrol Authority Building, 

H.Q. Control Commission for Germany (B8.5.), 
BERLIN, B.A.O.R. 


19th December, 196. 


~ 


CRX/5«715/1596 


To 2 -W.& D.P. Division, 
H.Q. Control Commission for Germany (R.E.), 
BERLIN, B.A.O.R. 


Sub ject : “Movement "SWALLOW" - Winter Conditions. 


After receiving reports of the state of the German 
passengers who arrived eat MARIENTHAL on 15th Dec. from 
KOHLFURT in lest week's train, C.R.X. made two emergency 
telephone calls over the German telephone system to prevent 
or minimise suffering on the next train due to leave with 
expellees from KOHLFURT on 16th Dec. 


As a result, Capt. MacGHEE, 0.C. No.l Liaison Team, 
informed us that train No.514 arrived at KOHLFURT yesterday 
with epproximately1750 people, after 14 days journey from 
RRESLAU, consisting of 55 wagons composed as follows:- 


2 wagons escort 

2 .) Red Gross (18 sick in each) 

51 Li passenger carrying 
There were only & heating stoves on the train, of which 
2 for the escort, 2 for the Red Cross and only 4 for the 
other 51 wagons. 2 people had died on the way. The 
temperature was well below zero. 


Complete trein load had been processed et the station on 
this Wednesday evening, snd would leave KOHLFURT station at 
0600 hrs. for the British Zone on Thursday, the 19th. 
Sending people in a virtually unheated train in this way in 
such conditions is a gross cese of inhumsnity, but MacGHEE 
pointed out it would be even warse to refuse the train and 
send it back into a cold wilderness where there were most 
unlikely to be eny quick and warm reception arrengemsnts in 
Potieh territory. The Polish Authorities in KOHLFURT had no 
switeible camp or building in KOHLFURT into which the 
passengers could be transferred from the train, 


ed 


MacGHES accepted the trade tae boxbex and took the 
follows ig steps to forward it on to the British Zone in the 
best way in the circumstances. <A maximum of 12 cases were 
transferred from the Red Cross wagons into the sm_ll local 
hosprtgl which was filled up. A wagon in the centre of the 

~ trpin was cleared, a stove put inside so that it could be 


\ 


during the journey es a ‘warmer wagon'for any cases of 


/frost 


3) 


frost-bite which might occur. 40 Kilograms of extra coal was 

obtained from the Poles in KOHLFURT for each stove on the train. 

3 German doctors on the train were instructed to keep a 

constant look-out during the journey for frost-bite and to 

encourage passengers to do their utmost themselves to keep 

warm. Wagon Leaders were similarly addressed. The German 

Station-master at WHEHRKIRCH in Germany proper on the Soviet Zone 
side of the border was telephoned with the request to warn all 
erman railway control points along the line to MAGDEBURG and 

WMSTEDI to give the train quick clearance. 


MacGH is protesting to the Governor of Silesia and if 
traffic permits his absence from KOHLFURT will go to BRESLAU 
in person. 


In my opinion this second case of passengers being moved 
in unheated trains warrants notice being given to the Polish 
Authorities that movement wes stopped until properly fitted 
rolling etock is provided. In any case, no movement takes place 
during Christmas week. The next lot of Germans would be 
assembled in the I SLAU area somewhere about 30th Dec. The 
Poles have in fact provided trains completely fitted with coke 
stoves. They say they had 44 but since the movement into the 
Russian Zone started these trains have been steedily 
disappearing or at least the stoves have gone. 


MacGHEE reports that movement from Poland to the Soviet 
Zone continues daily in unheated stock. 


Polish Representative, C.R.X., informs us that the Polish 
Authorities have complained to Gen. TRUNOV, Chief of the 
Soviet Transport Division, Germeny, of the appropriation of 
Polish railway material for this move, 


"E.A.L. FORD, 
EALF/JS LteGol., O.R.X» 


Sep! 


§09/2-2 


Combined Repatriation Executive, be 
120 Allied Control Authority Building, ~ 
H.Q. Control Commission for Germany (B.E. 
BERLIN, B.A.O.R. 


’ 18th December, 1946. 
"BEK/5-715/1594 


To P.W.& DP. Division, 
Zonal Executive Offices, 
Control Commission for Germany (B.5.), 
6 H.Q., LEMGO, B.A.O.R. 


Subject Operations "SWALLOW" and "EAGLE" ; Interference 
by Poles with supplies of British Liaison Teams. 


» We Herewith copy of statement sent to H.Q. P.W.& D.P. 
Division in BERLIN on 13th Dec., which has since been taken 
up with Political Divisions. 


2. A message came today from LUBECK saying that 
meanwhile Capt. GARNER had recovered his stores. 


3. It was agreed in STETTIN by the undersigned that 

©.C. our No.2 Team should give a bare import and export 
statement to the Polish Customs in respect of gross 
packages being received or despatched for our teams‘ 
maintenance and a statement showing bare strength of any 
of our personnel arriving into or leaving Polish territory. 
This accords with peacetime procedure in the circumstances. 


Wy 


er Bay E.Asle FORD, 
BALF/JS_ | 20751 Lb-Col., O.R.X. 
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P.W.& D.P. Division, 
H.Q. Control Commission for Germany (3B.%.) 
BERLIN, BeAcOeR. 
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WADA. a Conbined Repatriation Executive, 

1SDECI94G o: 

DIVISION Ly BERLIN, B.A.O.R. i 
oa! 


< CO; ‘3 


Hom pe 


120 Allied Control Authority Building, 


HeQ. Control Commission for Germany (B.E.), 


Sepme® 18th December, 1946. 


CRX/5-715/1593 
To ic Chief, Polish Repatriation Mission, PERLIN. 


Subject Movement of German Expellees from Poland to 
British Zone Germany. 


A report has just been received from the Military 
Government Detachment in cherge of the reception camp at 
MARTENTHAL that the weekly train from KALAWSK arrived on 
14th Dec. with the passengers in an extremely bad state. 
The train was Noe513, due to have left KALAWSK Wednesday, 
1lth Dec. 


The camp Medical Officer reports that there were 106 
eases of severe frost-bite. Amputation has been necessary 
for 15 cases and a further 30 are probable. Two people died 
on the train and a further two after admission to MAR 
Camp. 


The report states that the Germans under expulsion 
orders were lost for 24 haurs in rain and sleet in Silesia 
and were then assembled and put into unheated wagons for 
transport to the British Zone Germany. 


This is clearly a grave breach of the conditions agreed 
for this expulsion movement into the British Zone, whereby 
transfer and movement of Germens is to be carried out ina 
humene and orderly manner. Full details of the affair are 
being obtained. 


Meanwhile we hereby protest against the despatch of this 
train under such conditions and give formal notification 
that we are uneble to accept any further trains unless all 
wagons conveying passengers are heated. 


Will you please convey our protests to your Authorities 
at WARSAW so that an immediate reminder of the necessity for 
heated trains in winter may be conveyed to the organisations 
responsible for loading trains in Polish territory bound for 
the British Zone, pak via KALAWSK & STETTIN, 


BALF/JS : lite Lo Gakeke 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Unclassified Message 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 
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Incoming Unclassified Message 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Outgoing Unclassified Message 
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ATV 
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Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Outgoing Secret Cipher Message 
UNPARAPHRASED 


SECRET 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Restricted Message 


RESTRICTED 


(Combined Repatriation Executive) 
120 Allied Control Authority Building 
BERLIN 
APO 74.2 or BAOR 


28 Nov. 16. 


DP Division, Headquarter 


DP Division, 


attached for your infor 
low 1 1" a 
0/C No.l. mn Team Kohlfurt, 


visited Kohl ‘ e comparisons ween the 
provided UNRRA to home-going Poles the spe pack i 

(ilitery Government arrangements to Poles being repatriated by 
the southern route to Kohlfurt. Evidently ours are better generally. 


Refugee pea pee ES will Lerten have pessebes copy 


aren nt “tk at ‘paper sacks in Sieh ration packs had been 
packed were not strong enough, 10% being burst, 2% badly 


E. A. L. FORD, 
Lt.-Col. C.R.X. 


EALE/IN 


Copy to: Refugee Branch, Hamover Region, B.A.O.R. 


6 Nov 16 the undermentioned Officer and 0; 


take up duties:- 


Lieut. 


y relieved th tumed to 
8 Nov 46:- 
ChGO 
$/11,6564:76 
$/1762207 


J. 
Pte 
Dvr 


Lewis-Kiricnan 
T 


nterpreter 


illiams was posted to t 
officer infor me he attended a 
Cambridge for a period of six 2 
is stressed that a German Interpreter is 
tussian language is never used, hen 
employed. the service of a Polis 
by this team. This interpreter 
y work with the + in July 46 and 
wW" fact that Lieut Williams is an official I 
_his sefvices with this team are unné 
withdrawn from Kohlfurt and if po 


eam 


Was 


ad by 


Visits Representatives UNRRA 


D.B. Vickers 
visited this team on 16 Nov 
s team in 


re if any 
trLov 

i team could cope v 
distributing was explained to him. About the 
representative made a visit to this team 
ration pack on signature to take to 
with the packs issued at Stettine 
team on 16 Nov 
pack issued at Kohlfurt 
report herewith. 


Mr. Vickers 


required at Kohlfurt 


and later posted to t 
y with t! 

ervice of Lieu 

n-German inter: 


ting food ration pacl 
th this work 


and on this 
ettin in order to compare its content. 


19 Nov 46 


arrived at 


Interpreter 
Clerk 
MT Driver 


Mt 


e British Zone on 


as a Russian Interpreter. 
reters Course at 


is employed 


the Polist 
loyed. 


sentative from Warsaw and Stettin 


difficulties were 

to Polish revatriates. 
and the method of 
ptember this 
asion requested a food 


occ 


turned the pack to this 


rv with a copy of the observation comparing the 
with that issued at Stettin. 


I attach a copy of the 


The undermentioned stores are still required by this team at Kohlfurt: 


One Union Jack Size 9' x 4" 


Paint GS and Brush for 3 ton lorry 
6 Sparking Plugs size 14 m (122,050) 


Greasr Gun for Bedford 3 Tomer 
Brake Fluid - Bedford 3 Tonnes 
Paper Fool ize 
Paper Quarto Size 

ewriter Ribbon 


Owing to the s is is considered 
that the under wear y the persormel 
of this team:- 


4 Leather Jerkins 
Gloves (Driver 
FS 


» Magee Capt 
son Team, Kohlfurt 


Mil Gov 


0.C., 709 (R) | Mil Gov, Grasleben, 


2X (British Element), HQ CCG, 120 


Szezecin, 5 Nov 


Comment on parcel from Kalawsk show by Mr. Vickers on 5/11 "h6 


Content Weight in kilo Packing 


30,1 brutt L proof bag 


sac 
packages of 250 
grams one wrapper 
vegetables 2 4, times 600 gr 
in cellophane 
Milkpowder ie) 1 tin 
Meat & Kidney 56 3 tins x 16 ozs 
Meat (Corned Beef) ), 336 1 tin x 12 ozs 


29,652 nett 
dities 


Flour better than our average 
Pulses good quality; our issue i ts or macaroni 
Sugar good pure white qualit i e brown melasse 
utter good quality, equal to ours 
hydr. vegetables, good quality, not issued by us. 
Milkpowder good quality full milkpowder; s far as I know, our 
quality is from skimmed milk. 
3 tins Meat & Kidney ) contents unknown; our iswe 5 tins stew 
1 tin Comed Beef 


to ours. 


in double sack. 
narp edges of the dehydr. vegetabl and of the tins Rave 
erable dan. to the paper sacks in the parcel 
and pulses). These two items were pele-mele in the beg. 
parcels tins are packed in the flour sack to avoid 
dama to the other items. a 


be that the parcels have been packed too high in the 
railway trucks. 


Supply Officer 


Peter Scholten 


— 
A 


rk i ->f 
PY & DP Division, { Ite 
Headquarters, ee 
Control Camission for 
Germany (EE), 
BERLIN, DAOR. 


7th. Nov 46 
PW < 
Zonal Uxecutive Off ices, 


66 HeQe, SCG LEGO, 


B.A.OR, 


6 Nov 46. 


46 The action by ti Headquarters is te 
return the correspondence to youe 


2. I think this is a waste of Resage and anyway 
we Move refugees only a if : 


is taken it is 
I suppose IA. & Ce 


3e We are not concerned with refugees after they 
have arrived in Germany. 


ARUM . 


G. 5. VAUGHAN=HUGHES, 
Lieut. Colonel, 
for Chief, 

PW & DP Division. 


i 
LEMGO 603 PW & DP Division, 

Zonal Executive Offices, 
PWDP/58326/Sec CCG LEMGO, 

66 HQ CCG, 

B.A.O.R. 


b wv 46 


PWDP Division, we 


HQ Control Commission for 
Germany (BE), 
BERLIN, B.A.O.R. 


SUBJECT: Qperation "SWALLOW" 


The attached correspondence addressed to the A.C.A. 
has been received through Land NORTH RHINE/WESTPHALIA 
Region and is forwarded to you for any action you may 
consider necessary. 


Dg) fatto. 


A.T.BL. 
for Chief Pw & IP ey 


ATB/MRM 
Copy to: PWIP Branch Land NORTH vou 


714 HQ CCG, B.A.O.R. 


Herne, September 9th 46. 


To 
Mil.Gov. 
through the Town Commander 


of Herne 


Attached you will find 2 writings: 


1. to the Allied Control-Council in 
Berlin concerning the settlement 
of the borders in Silesia, confor— 

r} mable with those of the year 1937. 


2. to the British Government, concer— 


ning a test against the “control” 
ab 


execut: y the Yoles at the trans— 


port of the Germans who have been ba= 
by the Poles from 
district Liegnitz (Nieder- 


nished mandatorily 
Jauer 
schlesien}, 


We beg kindly to forward the two wri- 
tings. ¢ 
Thanking you in anticipation, 


® 


Yours most respectfully ~ 
by orders 


_ Zhe mandatorily evacuated people 


from.Jauer, district Liegnitz 
(Niederschlesien): thg air-raid 
shelter Baumstr. 


Herne, August 9thb46. 


Cora 
Os bf7> 


Herne, dem 9..Sept. 1946 


An die “ 
Militérregierung R 
z.Had. des Herrm Stadtkommandanten 


Herne 


Wir tibersenden beiliegend 2 Schreiben: 


1. am den Alliierten Kontrolirat. 
\im Berlin’ betr.: Pestsetzumg der 
Grenzem Schlesiens mach den 
Grenzen im Jahre 1937, 


2. en die Britische Steatsrezierung 
betr. Protest der zwangeweise 
durch die Polen ausgewiesenen ; 
Deutschem aus Jauer, Bez. Lieg- 
nitz (Nieder-Schlesien) wegen 
der durch die Polen beim Abtraity 
port durchgeflihrten "Komtrolle”. 
Es wird um Weiterleitung der beiden 
Schreiben gebeten. 

Mit unserem Dank fiir Ihre Bemtihungen. 
bringem wir umsere Hochachtumg fir 
Sie, Herr Stadtkommandant, zum Ausdrue: 


Die Zwengsevakuierten aus gaver, 
Bez. Liegmitz (Nieder-Schlesien) 


im Bunkerhaus Baumstrasse zu 
Herne, vom 9. 8, 1946 : 
Het 


Ae file 
LWilp Sehe 


Ferns dl dferteb. 


Herne, August 22nd 1946, 
air-raid shelter Baumstr. 
To 


the Allied Control-Council 


We, Silesians from the district Liegnitz, being dispersed over whole 
Germany, have the urgent desire to return to pur native place from 


which we- have been banished by the guilt of the Nazis, resp. at sug- 
gestion of the Poles, 

We beg the Allied Control Uouncil, at the ensuing peace-conference 
to let the borders between Germany and Poland exist, as they have 
been- before 1937. 

Silesia is a mere German country, even Upper—Silesia,as also the 
former Italian Ministerprisident Francesco Nitti expressed in his 
work "the peace” ( 1924 Frankfurter Societits printing-o¥fice, 
Frankfurt a.M.) in which he speaks of a 1000 years old German Upper— 
Silasia (Oberschlesien),. 


Ait f 


COD. Sehuberh] 
erie, itapaoel, 


PW & DP Division, 
Zonal Executive Offices, 
C.C.G. LEMGO, 


PHDP/58326/Sec 66 HQ C.C.C. ic 


B.A.O.R. 


Awd October 46. 


To:= PW & DP Division 
HQ., Control Commission for Germany (B.E.) 
BERLIN, BeA.0.Rs 


ee ee ee ae a 


SUBJECT:- Operation "SWALLOW" 


16 Attached please find report on the eviction of 
Expellees from POLAND, which was addressed to HANNOVER Region, 


2. Our comments are:~ 


(a) It appears to throw some light on the extreme! A 
slowness of the flow of expellees to the 
Russian Zone. 


pat: 
(bo) If it is used by us on a quadripartite level, 
it might have a come back on the lines that 
we the British Authorities have slowed down 
Operation "SWALLOW" from 21 to 2 trains per 
week. 


&.K/ JONES, Major 
for Chief, PW & DP Division. 


Wee 
eit 


your si 
nd yo 


(04/920 \ 
Ain 
Tel: LENGO 604, - PW. & DP.Division, [fi | 

Zoral Executive Offices,__/ 
Ref; PYDP/58548/Seo, ; C.0.G. LEMGO, 
e 66 HQ. CeCeCe 


B.A.OR, 


fm 


A. soprember 1.6, 


Fl & OP Division, “ 5 
HQ Control Coumission-for GERMANY (BE), 
BERLIN, B.A.O.R: 


Subject: Gemnans in POLAND, 


Enclosed please find a copy of a letter from 
Fi & DP Branch, SCHLESWIG HOLSTHIN Region, reference 
31 2/RPgs/96,/1/110 dated 2 Septe46, for your 
information, You my consider thet Politiwl Division 
would be interested, 


for Chief, FW#& DP Division, 


Refugees Section, 
PY & DP Branch, 


HQ Mil Gov. 
Oe wi Refugees /9604/1/110. SCHIES¥IG-HOLSPEIN REGION, 
KIEL, 


To: P¥DP Division, 312 HQ CCG 
Zonal Executive Offices, BeAsOeRe 
C.C.G. IEMGO, 

66 HeQe O.CeGe 
BA.O-R, 


Subject: GSRMANSin FOLAND, 


The attached letters have been forwarded by OC Mil Gov SK 
NEUMUNSTER as of possible interest, 


They were read out at a meeting of Hast Prussian Refugees 
at NEUMUNSTER on the occasion of the visit of Bishop Maximilien 
KALLER on 23 Sept. 446, 


The Bishop did not refer to them in his address nor did 
he make any kind of mpital out of them. 


(Sgd) J.Vaughan Johnson, 
S. Comd. 
for Lt. Col. 

Refugees Section, 

FW & IP Brench, 

HQ Mil Gov. 

SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN Region. 

KIEL 
IVE /in. 


Yopy to: Mil Gov SK NEUMUNSTER 
File 900k. 


Copy. 


Letter: Knipstein 26/5/46. 


Ve A= but death fran hunger before our eyes. All territory 
occupied by Polish people, every house, every plot of ground. The 
Germans, who remained, have not received any allocation of food. 
All our bervest was taken away by the Polish. Dogs are we here, 
kicked about and whipped, We lost everything, Now we are beggars. 
Things happen which I cannot tell, Work very little, Most of 
Polish have no horse, one cow and enough labour. Occasionally I 
can do some work (mame carting, etc.) I get for this work a 
piece of bread and a few potatoes. The children go begging and 
nearly always return with empty bends, Whatever I could sell as 
been sold at a ridiculous low figure in order to buy some rye end 
potatoes for the children, Now there is nothing left. We were 
in Jenusry told tmt a trensport would go in May. Now we are 
waiting from1-15. Then they say next month, But there is no 
hope, no clang. Feople who voted for Poland are better off, 

They receive rations and sometimes an extre ration. In my great 
misery I was prepared to do the same, but was refused, because my 
name doss not end:.....ki, and because I have too many children, 
You cin always hear "Hitlerchildren". But I thank the Lord for 
them because they saved me during the terrible Russian period, so 
that no Russien touched me or my sister, otherwise we would not be 
alive anymore. 

Follows report about condition of family and other people. 
Exchange: 90 Zlotys = 100 Rm. 1 egg= 10 Zloty. Butter 400 Zloty. 
Iara 500 Zloty for 1 kg. Nobody is able to py sum prices. All 
goods can be obtained in Heilsberg, but tit is of no use for us. 
From letters whicharrive people are longing to come back. But that 
would be insanity. A change is impossible, If you can only just 
live there, remin where youare, Perhaps things will be better, 
but we have not any hope more, 


4 


a 


PW & DP Division, Healquarters, 


36 = 53A1 


pe/5 


fo: British Military Mission 
to Soviet Zone of Germany, 


f Supplieg’ from Operation "SiAL! 


Reference attached copies of correspondence from 
il Gove SCHLAS®IG WOLSTEIN Region and copy of statement 
of a Polish Officer. 


@ would point out that it has been the practice 
since this Or plies 
required by 
qm returning 


the impounding af these stores, particularly the 
petrol, seriously inconvenienced the Liaison Tean at 
STTIN, whose wireless equipment was put out of action 
owing to lack of fuel. 
It would be appreciated if this matter could be 
brought to the attention of the R W! Authorities, and 


emfimation given that we may continue to despatch stores 
by this means. 


TC 
; 


Yivinicne 


re 


el:, PW & DP Division, $094 
‘ Zonal Executive Offices, iia 

Ref: PWDP/58326/3/SEC coc LEMGO, be} 
©, 66 HQ CCG, 

ae 


PW & DP Division, % 
HQ Control Commission\ for, 
BERLIN, eat 
B.A.O.R. 


SUBJECT: Loss of Supplies ~- Petrol etc. from 
Operation "SWALLOW" train. 


Reference attached copies of HQ Mil Gov SCHLESWIG HOLSTEIN 
Region letter 312/Rfgs/9608/105 dated 17 Sep 46, MG 9608/106 dated 
19 Sep 46 from HQ ijl Gov SCHLESWIG HOLSTEIN Region to Liaison 
Team at STETTIN and copy of statement of a Polish officer, 


ne We feel very strongly about this matter and you are 
requested to take it up with Russian authorities. We have been 
sending to our Liaison Team KOHLFURT and STETTIN, petrol and 
stores on returning "SWALLOW" trains since the Operation started. 


2. The impounding of these stores particularly the petrol, by 
the Russians seriously inconvenienced the Liaison Team at STETTIN 
their wireless equipment could not run.because of lack of fuel. 


IS 
AK. J 


for Chief, 


Px 


C.R.X. BERLIN va 
PWDP Branch, SCHLESWIG HOLSTEIN Region. 
Liaison Team, STETTIN ; 


COPY 


Tele: KIEL 48 Ext 428 Refugees Section 
PW & DP Branch 

31 2/Refugees/9608/105 RQ Mil Gov, 

@ SCHLESWIG HOLSTEIN REGION 
KIEL 
312 HQ CCG, B.A.0.R. 


17 Sep 46 


Combined Repatriation Executive, 
Main HQ, 

Control Commission for Germany (BE), 
BERLIN. 


SUBJECT: Loss of Supplies petrol etc. from 


Op 'SWALLOW' Train No. 97. 


1, Reference telephone conversation today HAYES-VAUGHAN 
JOHNSON. 


2. Attached herewith is a copy of a report made by the Polish 
train Guard on his return to STETTIN, also of a message sent to 
the STETTIN Liaison Team for onward transmission to the Polish 
Authorities. 


3. May we please be informed as soon as possible by what means 
petrol should be conveyed to the Team, if it is illegal to send 
it by train. 


(Sgd) J.VAUGHAN JOHNSON. S/Comd. 
for Lt Col 
Refugees Section PW & DP Branch, 
HQ Mil Gov. 
SCHLESWIG HOLSTEIN REGION. 


PW & DP Division 
Zonal Executive Offices, 
CCG LEMGO, 66 HQ CCG, B.A.0.R. 


508 (R) Det Mil Gov LUBECK. 


PW & DP Division, 


aA > 
eee ee 


Subject: Reports Operation 


Herewith for your information copy 
report rece } r thin 
report received | CMS Ke Ve 


CONFIDENTIA Combined Repatriation Executive, 
120 Allied Control Authority Building, 
H.Q. Control Commission for Germany (B.8.), 
BERLIN, B.A.O.Re 


(6 no : 16th September, 1946, 


ORK/3¢F15A2330" 


To Army Division, 
H.Q. Control Commission, for Germany (3.2, 
BERLIN, B.A.OR. 
P.W.& D.P. Division, 
H.Q. Control Gommission for Germany(B 
BERLIN, B.A.O.R 


For information. The attached is a copy of a letter 
received from O.G« Noel Lieison Team, KOHLPURT, being an 
item which he has learned from the Germans at thet point, where 
all train loads of Expellees from Silesia are controlled. 


BeAeLe FORD, Major, 
for Lt.Cole, C.R.id- 


I.A.& C. Division, 
for Public Health Branch. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Ref :; 13/SEC/7 


Lt Colonel B.I. JAMES, 
HQ 229 Mil Gov, 
HANNOVER REGION, 
(Refugees Branch). 


FROM:- Major F.A.C. BOOTHBY, 


Noel Liaison Team, 
KOHLFURT. 


Lt BRENT is informed by a German Doctor who until 
recently was practising in BRESLAU, that when "SS" blood 
category mark is cut out of the inner side of the upper arm, 
an incision is also made on the outer side so that the 


patient can claim the scar was caused by a bullet wound. 


(Sgd.) F.A.C. BOOTHBY. 


Major 3rd C.L.Y. 
Commanding No.l Liaison Team, 
FB/IDG KOHLFURT 


Copies to:- 


Major E.A.L. FORD, 
CRX HQ C.C.G., 
BERLIN. 


Major E.M. TOBIN, 
709 (R) Det Mil Gov, 
GRASLEBEN , 
Hannover Regione 


} 
el: LAMGO 604 PY, & DP Division,( ||} 
> RAAQ Zonal Executive 0 


“Ref; Vaile cis 


PWS DP Division; rs 

HQ Control Comaission for Germany (BE), 
BERLIN, 

B.A.0.R. 


SUBJECT; Operation "SWALLOW" 


Enclosed please find consolidated 
Situation report on the above operation 
passed to you for information. As 
incidents occur, information regarding 
them will be passed to you by a daily 
situation report. 


mfr 
A.K. JONES, Major, 


for Chief, PW. & DP-Divisions” ATEN 
fINITIALS] DATE } 


bebe ae eaaeael | 


t 


One train arrived British Zone at LUBUCK, was accepteds 


Four trains arrived in British Zone, one at LUBECK and 
3 et HELMSTED?, All were accepted. 


One trein arrived British Zone at MLUSTEDT, was accepted. 


{wo trains arrived in British Zone, one at LUSECK and one 
ot HELMSTEDE. Both were accepted. 


No train arrived in British Zone. Reported by Liaison 
Team at STZITIN that two treins fully loaded with 
Expellees were waiting to move to British Zone, permission 
was refused for onward travel to British Zone by Liaison 
‘Teale 


{wo trains arrived at Britist/Russian Zonal border. Both 
trains were refused entry. No force ws used. ‘Two 

trains reported under item 5 still at SIMYTIN. 0.C, Liaison 
Team at STETTIN reports situation extremely embarrassing, 
Liaison Team being harassed by Polish Authorities. 


Late night 10/11 Sept. Russians brought one train to 
village of OFFLEBEN, ‘The train was refused. No force 
was necessary. Reported by 0.C. Transit Camp at 
MARIMVIHAL Russians have returned second train to POLAND, 
British Authorities offered to give food to Expellees in 
train. Reported at 1130 hours that one train ready to 
cross British/Russian Zonal boundary is not a SWALLOW 
train. ntry still refused, No force has been useds 
One Company South Staffordshire Regiment is standing by 
at OFFLEBEN and one Campany at EISLUBEN ready to resist 
entry to the British Zone of Expelleese 


pe nee PW & DP Division _ | / 
Ref: ube /s8526/sR0 


. Zonal Executive otfioes kK 


SUBJECT: Operation SWALLOW 
Enclosed herewith a copy of a report 
from the Camp Doctor at MARIENTHAL Refugee 
Camp for your information. 


A.K. JONES, Major, 
for Chief, PW & DP Division. 


G@OPY 
Translation 


Marienthal Refugee Camp 23 Aug 46 
Camp Doctor 


Bxpellee Tyain No. 471i - Old People's Home 


Katharina Heim and Altenhaus Wisteweltersdorf. 


Health and mtrition very bad. A particularly large mmber of 
old people and cripples, among them a complete old-age home 
(34. inmates). Some of them were so weak and helpless that 
they cannot be régarded as fit for further travelling and 3 or 
4. old people were so poorly that their death mst be expected 
before long. 


Cn detraining a woman of 83 died and the German transport leader 
stated that an old man died before the train reached Kohlfurt. 
There are also some old people suffering from senile dementia. 
No infectious diseases. 

No transport doctor, 


Signed (Dr. Loebell) 
Camp Doctor. 


Q 


“S Si & DP Division, 
* “@onal.Executive Offices, 


. @OG-, LENCO, 
~ $6) HQ CCG, 
DIVISION a ‘A.O.R. 


To:- PW & DP Division, ~ 
HQ Control Camission for Germany (BE), 
BERLIN, B,A.O.R. 


SUBJECT :-_Refugees Welfare. 


A Copy of 0/321 of 12 Aug 46 and 613/iG/2004/Refs of 12 
Aug 4.6 and the applications referred to therein are forwarded 
herewith for such action as you consider possible. 


2: It is doubtful whether you will be able to do anything 
about these cases, but it gives you an idea of how expellees 
from Poland are treated, ‘The spliting up of families (Friedrich 
Hellbardt case) is only one such example. 


0/321 


Tel: Mil 281 Ext 4. HQ Mil Gov LAND OLDENBURG 
821 HQ CcG, 


ca Refugees Welfare B.A,O.R. 


To; HQ Mil Gov HANNOVER Region 
Attention: Refugees Branch 


1, Attached hereto is a letter, together with translation, 
which we have received from a refugee recently sent to this area. 


25 You will note that this man has already made a written statement 
apparently to the authorities at KOHLFURT but has as yet received 
no news, . 


Sa Refugees are allowed to carry little enough when they travel 
on these mass removals, and it is felt that such treatment as was 
meted out at NEISSE under the supervision of Polish soldiers should 
be the subject of a strong protest in the right quarter, 


Signed (77777 Major 
821 L/R Det Mil Gov 


Aurich Tel. 552 613 MiG /2004,/Ref's 
2 12 Aug. 1946. 


Subject:-_Refugees — Welfare. 


To:- HQ Mjlitary Government, 
Hannover Region, 
229 HQ CCG, 
B.A.O.R, 


Referewe this office 613/MG/2004/REFS of May 
46 and your 229AGi1Gov/8544/REFS of May 28 1946. 


We A further application from Friedrich HELLBART is 
forwarded herewith. 


Signed. J,AUDIS, Capt. 
S.0. III Refugees 

HQ Mil Gov RB Aurich 
613 HQ ccc. 


821 L/R Det Mil Gov 
Translation Office 
Tr.: Ide - 8/8/1946, 


Translation 


To: Mil Gov Oldenburg i/0 


On June 10,1946, we were removed fran my living-place 
Giersdorf, Kreis Neisse, Upper Silesia, and this removal was to be done 
"humanely" as per announcement. 


On June 11, before being brought into goods vans, we were 
searched at Neisse by Polish civilians under the supervision of Polish 
soldiers, and of the little baggage Iand my femily had in our possession 
the following articles which we urgently needed ourselves were taken away 
from us: 


thick camel hair blankets 200 x 150 cm. 

thick English plaid - to be used as bed blanket 

pair of long green trousers mde of cloth (woollen) - 
the last I had 

striped shirt with collar - the last I had 

traveller's alarm clock - also the last one 

spoons 

Nefrit souvenir stone 20 x10 x1 cm 

tin of sardines in oil 

roll of parchment paper 

sets of German playing cards 

map of Germany 

map of Upper Silesia 

and 125 Zloti (Polish money) 


+30 


sene44pn— 


I cannot get these so urgently needed things replaced here, 
ani we cannot get a pemmit to buy them. 


As per order of the English military commnder at Kohl furt 
I mde a written statement about my loss te your authorities, but up till 
now have received no news about this case. 


My family are in want of the blankets and I particularly 
need the pair of trousers, I only possessa thin, light, long one, and a 
short, old, mended pair of trousers. Agto shirts I have only an old shirt 
and another one which has often been mended. 


May I hope that of the very little things I possess I my 
get back the above mentioned articles? 


I am 67 years old and in a great distress. 


Respectfully, 


Signed. Paul Kielow 
Hohenkirchen, 
Kreis Freisland/Oldbg. 
living at the apothecary's 
(Apotheke) , 
dated 5 august, 1946. 


“Friedrich Hellbardt (23) Moordorf, July 26th, 1946. 
Teacher 


To 
Miiitary Government Section Education 
to be delivered into the hands of Captain Atherton 


Aurich 
Chamber No. 60 


I herewith wish to Let you ee know what my wife has written 
on June 16th, .1946 trom Zeyersvorderkampen, Post Tiegenhort (Danzig) 
- Poland - (It is my wife's first letter since February 20th, 1945). 


My wife writes as follows:- "Dear Fritz! Your two Letters 


have weil arrived here. 1‘m sorry to say that there 1s no 
possibility tor us to come to you there. I did my utmost; just now 


the Burgomaster and mil'tia were here, but they cannot give me 

a certificate. At present 1 am earning 50 (thirty) Zloty, Wiili 
(our eidest, tourtean-year-old boy) naif of this. Eberhard {the 
youngest) now has some bread and milk with a family every day. 

It 1s rather difficult to me to bring them all up. Many more Germans 
are still living here. Wiil there be no possibility to get papers 
Irom tnere? Until now we all have been well. A loaf of bread, 

4 (four) pounds' weight, is 45 \forty-five) Zloty. To-day Meta 
Augstein (daughter of one of our former workmen) gave me a pair 
of boots and another pair or wooden shippers to Wolli. 1 was very 
glad. Zeyersvorderkampen is still being inundated. Grete (my 
wite’s sister) is a maid servant at our former farm-yard. 


Kind regards from ali ot us, Lisbeth." 
Explanations encieged in brackets nave been made by myself. 


According to this letter indeed my tamily is still Living at 
Zeyersvorderkampen. Farmer Theodor Claassen (6'/-year-old relative 
to my wite) who, after having happily escaped from Zeyersvorder- 
kampen, arrived at his family's at (24) Fockbeck, Kr.Nendsburg 
on July 13th, 1946 communicated to me that, up to the very last 
time, he had been living together witn my family at his farm-yard, 
that my family know me to Live here in Ostfriesland and the would 
rather like to come here, but the Foles don't give them permission, 
because they ali must work for them; moreover among the Germans 
there, hunger and misery were prevailing. Therefore time might have 
come to save from there not only my family but all the other Ger- 
mans (all Mennonites), too. 


In case you will think it necessary - in spite of the then 
communication to the British Connection-Ofticer at New-Poland 
(Danzig), 1 ask once more to give notice to the »ritish Ufrice 
at Vanzig. 


Wiii you be so kind as to inform me about inquiries made? 


Yours most respectfully, 


With respect to: Marea sth 
Letter of Military Government SectionS#2-? Sra 


Education, or May 21st, 1946, HB/KY 
Subject: Welfare Herugees - 
615/ED/359/2 ~ 


i Lb 


\ 


s DP Division, 
Head uarters, 
Control Cowsission for Germany, 
(British Blement)es 
BERLIN, BAcOR. 


2th August, 19460 


| & DP Division, 
Zonal Executive Offices, 

66 HeQep Cole for G. (BeB ey 
TEMGO, BAO. 


SUBJECT s+ Operation "SHALLOY". 


Herewith report of Lieut. Colonel BEDDINGTON on 
the above operation. 


Som enemy eee 


| Finitiacs! { 


a ecess t allh AEE ae 


CHR / Me Ste 'GeBe VAUGHANeHUGHES, Lieute Colonel, 
Ha ~-)| for Chief, Py & DP Divisions 


| GoReXe (Brea ApeA. Building, BERLIN. 


/ 
Zu Keeqet ue 


